Congenital malformations, mortality and styrene exposure.
The prevalence of congenital malformations among children born to styrene-exposed male and female workers, as well as the mortality of the exposed workers, was studied. A cohort of 2,209 workers (1,698 men, 511 women) was selected from the personnel files of 160 workplaces using styrene in the manufacture of reinforced plastic products. The earliest exposure histories began in 1960, but the majority of workers had been exposed after 1967. The data on children born to the exposed workers were linked with those of the Register of Congenital Malformations. The number of malformations of children born to the workers was, both before and during the styrene exposure, below the expected values. In the cohort there were 37 observed deaths (expected 74.0), six of which were due to cancer (expected 13.0). The cancer sites were the stomach (2 cases), bronchus (1), breast (1), ovary (1), and kidney (1 case). There were no cases of lymphatic or haematopoietic cancer. Most of the cancers appeared after short exposure times and soon after the commencement of exposure.